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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to amendment received on 3/16/09. 
Claims 1 - 5 and 7 - 12 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 - 5 and 7 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kaku (2002/001468). 

As to claims 1 - 5, 7 - 8 and 11 - 12, Kaku discloses a system and method of 
image collection comprising an imager (40, camera system, fig. 1) which takes an 
Image; a communicator (20) which transmits/receives a signal to/from at least one 
external Imaging apparatus (40, capture characteristic system) [0096, 0097]; a display 
controller (60) which is operable to display the image taken by the imager (40, camera 
system) and at least one received image taken by and transmitted from the at least one 
external Imaging apparatus (40, capture characteristic system)and received by the 
communicator (60); an image recognizer (320) which recognizes an Image In which an 
object having set characteristics is present within the image taken by the Imaging 
apparatus and the at least one received image [0181]; and a recording controller (100) 
operable to control the recording of one or more selected images according to a result 
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of an image recognition executed by the image recognizer on tlie image taken by the 
imager and the at least one received image [0013]. 

As to claim 9, Kaku discloses a system and method of image collection 
comprising an image receiver imager (40, camera system, fig. 1) which receives a 
signal of each of a plurality of images including at least one image taken by and 
transmitted from at least one external imaging apparatus (40, capture characteristic 
system) [0096, 0097]; a display controller (60) operable to display the inputted image 
and the at least one image received by the image receiver; an image recognizer (320) 
which recognizes an image in which an object having set characteristics is present 
within the inputted image and the at least one received image; and a recording 
controller (100) operable to control the recording of one or more selected images 
according to a result of an image recognition executed by the image recognizer on the 
inputted image and the at least one received image [0013]. 

As to claim 10, Kaku discloses a system and method of image collection 
comprising transmitting a signal of an image taken by the each imaging apparatus (40, 
camera system, fig. 1) to at least one of the other imaging apparatus, and receiving at 
least one signal of an image (40, capture characteristic system) [0096, 0097] or images 
taken by the other imaging apparatuses; displaying (60) the image taken by the each 
imaging apparatus, and the at least one image received from the other imaging 
apparatuses on a screen; recognizing (320) an image in which an object having set 
characteristics is present within the image taken by the each imaging apparatus and the 
at least one received image; and controlling (100) the recording of one or more selected 
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images according to a result of tine image recognizing step on the image taken by tlie 
each imaging apparatus and the at least one received image [0013]. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 5 and 7-12 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reena Aurora whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2263. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on 571-272-2210. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Reena Aurora 
/Reena Aurora/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2858 



